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Prevention of “Rock graffiti” —a long and winding road ahead

It is an old tradition for Chinese literatiand scholarsto “show off’ their
calligraphic skills by writing onrock surface atscenic spots. Renowned
poets (like Li Bai) did it and respected Kings (like Qianlong) did it.

It was real fortunate that the late “Graffiti Tsang” (King of Kowloon ) was unable
to climb too well even at his best health condition; otherwise most of our natural
wonders like “the Lion Rock” would have long defaced if not completely
destroyed!

You might think that was already history and we can start educating the public
for doing less harm to our natural beauties. However, the story just did not stop
there. Take a look at the recent Olympic promotion in Beijing showing off a “Big
Logo” at one of the hill tops like Hollywood !

“China Print " : www.people.com.cn
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This indicates that people tend to show little or no respect not only to their
natural beauty of the original place, but also to their significance of recording
millions or even billion of years of earth's history.

People also don't realize that their drawings will be left there forever. Without
proper and regular re-painting, it will become very unpleasant and will lower the
aesthetic value and downgrade the overall image of the town or city.

What being reflected is a general unawareness of geoconservation. We must
work harder to educate the general public, though the road may be long and
winding.

What is your opinion? What should we do to raise the public awareness?

Alan Chan
Convener of Commentary

July 2008
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