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Dear nature lovers,

Development of private sites inside and/or adjat@i@ountry Parks and Special Areas

The country parks and special areas account foutad8% of Hong Kong total area with
approximately two percent (about 48 hectares) efcthuntry park areas are private sites.

Due to historical reason, many private lots lacktear indication of the land use in the lease eyth
are not covered by any outline zoning plan or dgwelent permission area plan. As a result, the
Government department would not be able to useetbetinances to regulate and stop development
on these private sites.

Some of these private sites are adjacent to thiegjeal, geomorphological and ecological sensitive
areas while their values are no less than the cppark and special areas. However due to existing
loopholes, development in these sites are not aggiwhich result in vast devastation of our countr
sides. The illegal development of Ma Shi Chau amtmlumbarium, the case which our Association
first reported in Sep 2008 to various Governmenpddenent and has been following up, was a
typical example. Recent devastation at Sam TanmBlim€’s Pool), Lui Kung Tin (Tai Lam) and Sai
Wan (Sai Kung) further exemplified the seriousn&sthe problem.

Prevailing penalty is too lenient to stop the ciifprAccording to Country Parks and Special Areas
Regulations (Chapter 208A), any person who cutsasgt, dig or disturb the soil; construct any

building, deposit any urn containing human remaiostravenes the regulation, pollute the river
commits an offence and is liable to a fine of $2@0@ to imprisonment for 3 months and an

additional fine of $100 for each day during whibtle bffence has continued. With such extremely
lenient and outdated penalty, how can we effegtigelter ecovandalism. No wonder the developers
have no respect of the law and continue theirallégnd developments.

To rectify current out of control situation, we mimave a holistic approach covering conservation,
planning, lands and execution aspects. Our AsBogissternly requests the Government to
proactively set up a department to coordinate amakw all these policies, ordinances and to ina&eas
penalties for offences. All the loopholes mustlmsed. Our country parks must be protected from
all illegal acts and developments. The respectisgeBiment Departments must be a gate keeper to
stop the illegal developments in the country parks.
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WE MUST JOIN HAND. THE GOVERNMENT MUST ACT

As devastation of our country sides are increagirsgrious, we would like to urge you, your
relatives and friends to support our stance andatiately email to respective government officials
sternly requesting their immediate action. Enclosee@mail template for your reference.

Association for Geoconservation, Hong Kong
18/07/2010

To: ceo@ceo.gov.hk, sen@enb.gov.hk, sdev@devblgdviloffice@landsd.gov.hk,
dep@epd.gov.hidafcoffice@afcd.gov.hk

c.c. aghk@rocks.org.hk

Subject: Development of private sites inside andfjacent to Country Parks and Special Areas

Mr. Donald Tsang, Chief Executive

Mr. Yau Tang Wah, Secretary for the Environment

Mrs. Lam Cheng Yuet Ngor, Secretary for Development

Mrs. Tam Kam Lan, Director of Lands

Ms Wong Sean Yee, Director of Environment Protectio

Mr. Wong Chi Kong, Director of Agriculture, Fished and Conservation

| urge the Government to immediately:-

1. forbid any continuation of development that ptdlour environment and destruct our invaluable
sensitive geological, geomorphological and ecollgaceas;

2. set up a department to coordinate and reviewldraing and lands policies relating to private
lands inside/adjacent to the country parks;

3. increase the penalty for offences against Then€yp Parks and Special Areas Regulation(208A).

Name:
Email Address:
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